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E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y

Overview
The C.V. Starr Community Center has a large, unused area north of the existing facility. 
The installation of a pétanque terrain on this site is an excellent, low-cost opportunity for 
MCRPD to promote physical and mental well-being through active play and community 
enrichment. The Starr Center would benefit from the current facility’s exposure to new 
people by providing an additional recreation area for locals and by the creation of a 
venue for attracting visiting pétanque players. When not in use for pétanque this low-
impact facility will be well-suited to a variety of alternative activities including hosting 
outdoor events which would have the potential to generate revenue.

The Game
Pétanque (pay-tonk) is a form of lawn bowling played on a hard dirt or gravel surface. 
The goal of the game is to throw metal balls called boules as close as possible to a small, 
wooden ball called the cochonnet (French for “piglet”) or jack, while standing with feet 
together in a small circle. It is similar to the game of bocce. In France where the game 
originated there are about 17 million players. Pétanque clubs have formed in cities 
throughout the United States including Fort Bragg, Little River, Willits, Marin, Sonoma, 
and a number of locations in the San Francisco Bay area. 

The Cost
The estimated cost of a fully-realized pétanque terrain as here proposed, i.e. one large 
enough to host official tournaments, is $3,500–$5,000. This is based on retail material 
costs and donated labor. Amenities such as benches and a table or two are not included 
in the cost estimate, but are highly desirable. If a tournament-capable court is not in 
the MCRPD budget a variety of modifications may be made to the size and materials 
which could reduce costs to $2,000–$3,000.

The Proposal
MCRPD in partnership with the local pétanque players will provide a low-cost, low-
impact pétanque terrain which will benefit the community, the economy, as well as, 
local and regional pétanque aficionados.
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Pétanque (pay-tonk) is a French version of lawn 
bowling, a cousin to bocce and British lawn bowling, 
and similar in play to horseshoes. It is a simple, low-
cost game most often played on a hard dirt or gravel 
surface and it requires minimal equipment. The 
game requires a relatively flat, firm area on which to 
play, hollow metal balls known as boules (pronounced 
boolz), and a small wooden target ball known as the 
cochonnet (piglet in French) or jack.

The game is played in teams of one, two or three 
players. In singles and doubles, each player throws 
three balls; in triples each throws only two. A coin 
toss decides who plays first. A small circle, about two 
feet in diameter, is drawn in the dirt. The first team 
to play throws the jack between 18 and 30 feet from 
the circle, then throws the first boule.

The object of the game is to throw your boule as close 
as possible to the jack. After each team has thrown 
all their boules, the team with the boule closest to the 
jack receives one point for each of its boules closer to 
the jack than the opponent’s closest boule. The next 
round begins with a new circle drawn around the last 
jack position and the jack itself is again thrown 18 to 
30 feet away. The first team to score 13 points wins 
the game. 

Unlike horseshoes where the target stake is fixed 
in place, the thrown boule can move the jack and 
change the scoring. A thrown boule may also strike 
an opponent’s boule, or your own team’s boule, and 
can change the scoring dramatically. These two factors 
allow for the kind of strategic play that makes the 
game both dynamic and exciting. 

What is  Petanque?
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One of the best qualities of the game is that it can be 
played by such a wide range of people. Players range 
in age from 4 to 94. If you can pick up a boule, you 
can play pétanque. Women and men, young and 
old, physically challenged—all can enjoy the game 
together and perform well. Beginners can enjoy 
the game right from the start, and those who are so 
inclined can spend a lifetime perfecting their skills.

By rule, the throw is made with both feet stationary, 
inside the small circle. This basic element of the game 
makes play possible for people who would find it 
challenging or impossible to participate in an activity 
requiring running, jumping, etc.; in fact, wheelchair 
play is written into the rules of the game.

Who Plays  Petanque?

In Fort Bragg the Noyo Yoyos Pétanque Club plays 
Sunday and Thursday on private property in Noyo 
Harbor. Sunday’s turnout is typically 20–30 players, 
with 8–12 players showing up on Thursdays.

A group averaging 16–20 players plays every Tuesday 
morning at the Ledford House in Albion. They hold 
an annual Bastille Day tournament every July.

The Willits Boules Club, with over 40 members, 
plays every Monday and Friday, and often on Sunday 
and Wednesday. The WBC will be hosting the 
FPUSA Northwest Regional 60 and Over Tournament 
on June 20, 2010.

Sea Ranch has a group of 10–12 players that meets 
every Saturday morning.

The San Francisco Bay Area is the mecca of pétanque 
in the U.S.; the oldest club in America, La Boule 
d’Or, plays in Golden Gate Park. There are several 
hundred pétanque club members in the Bay Area.

Who Plays  Petanque Locally?
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The most obvious answer is in the name: community. 
There are very few outdoor activities that provide for 
friendly competition between young and old, women 
and men, physically-challenged and able-bodied. 
Like the dog park, it provides the opportunity for a 
new kind of sociability that brings together people 
from all walks of life. It is customary to form teams 
by random selection of boules from a bag, with 
new selections occurring after each game. A bank 
president may be teamed with a retired grandmother, 
playing against a grade school teacher and  a 
carpenter. These individuals may have never met, 
and now will spend an hour or so getting to know 
one another. Another significant benefit to the Starr 
Center is visibility. Players using the pétanque terrain 
will of course want to get a look at the impressive 
aquatic and fitness center, and may well decide to 
become members.

What Does Petanque offer
C.V.  Starr Community Center? 

A tournament-worthy pétanque terrain could prove 
a tourist draw for the entire North Coast area. 
Pétanque is experiencing rapid growth among the 
baby boomers, one of the key, coveted demographics 
for the tourism dollar. The entire northwest corridor 
from Central California to British Columbia is 
one of the most dynamic sectors for expansion in 
the sport. In no area is this more apparent than in 
northern California which boasts not only the oldest 
club in the United States, but also some of the most 
active participants when judged by numbers of club 
events, club tournaments and FPUSA tournaments. 
There is a clear overlap with the primary catchment 
area for Mendocino, Fort Bragg, and North Coast 
tourism. 

What Does Petanque offer the 
Greater Fort Bragg Community?



-8-

A major advantage of a pétanque terrain is the 
simplicity and low cost of installation. The terrain 
as proposed would cost between $3,500 and 
$5,000. This cost estimate is based on the following 
assumptions:

Grading work to be done at no cost based on 1. 
a trade for services arrangement already in 
place with the MCPRD and a local landscape 
contractor
Mostly volunteer labor to spread the material and 2. 
install wood perimeter 
Approximately $4,400 in material costs, including 3. 
rock, sand, wood, and hardware
Allowance of up to $600 for paid labor to 4. 
supplement the volunteer labor

The above costs can be reduced by decreasing the 
size, materials cost, or a combination of the two.

See Project Outline on page 11.

Wh at a r e the costs  in volv ed?

Maintenance of a pétanque terrain is simple and 
inexpensive. The surface is groomed regularly with 
a heavy-duty landscape rake to keep it smooth and 
even for play. Weeding and debris removal is done 
periodically. Generally a pétanque club designates a 
member who handles most of the maintenance along 
with two or three helpers.

What maintenance is  needed?
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O u r  C o m m i t m e n t

We very much appreciate your consideration of this proposal, and we are committed to make 
this a win-win-win result. The community, the Starr Center, and the pétanque players all win 
if we make this work. We are committed to:

Donate labor to help install the terrain "

Develop an outreach program to inform the public of this new opportunity "

Regularly schedule introductory programs designed to welcome beginners to the game and  "

teach them how to play. This will be provided at no cost and boules will be provided

Donate several sets of  " boules to the Center which can be checked out for play by those who 
don’t yet have their own

As we recognize the value of the planned south-side picnic area and its amenities for the 
community as well as for future pétanque events, we would like to volunteer our labor for 
that project as well.
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We believe that the MCRPD in partnership with the local pétanque players 
should provide a low-cost, low-impact pétanque terrain which will benefit the 
community, the economy, as well as, local and regional pétanque aficionados. 
The investment should be amply rewarded by providing a useful, versatile, 
recreation space that will reward both the community in general and the C.V. 
Starr Community Center in particular.

To achieve this, we propose the installation of a terrain that would 
accommodate several leisure games simultaneously. The proposed size, roughly 
12,000 sq. ft., would also facilitate 18 regulation tournament courts (4m × 15m).

The installation is relatively simple, swift, and inexpensive. Maintenance is also 
simple and inexpensive. When not in use for pétanque play, the area would 
have the ability to serve a variety of alternate uses for both recreational activities 
and other outdoor events. Once approved and funded, the installation can be 
accomplished and the courts ready for play in as little as two weeks time.

When finished, the Noyo pétanque group would begin use immediately 
and would anticipate setting up an outreach program as described in the 
commitment section within a few weeks. Players from Willits, Ledford House, 
and Sea Ranch have all expressed interest in coming to play on a well-designed 
terrain. Over time we expect our group to grow and new local clubs to form, 
leading to local inter-league play. One or more of these clubs will likely affiliate 
with the Federation of Pétanque U.S.A. (FPUSA), which we hope will be the 
beginning of sanctioned tournament events being hosted in Fort Bragg. We 
also fully expect that players from the many Bay Area clubs will choose to travel 
to the Mendocino Coast for a vacation, which will of course include a day of 
pétanque at the Starr Center.

Th e  P r o p o s a l
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The process for installing a pétanque terrain is fairly simple. It doesn’t have to be 
perfect, in fact imperfections are desired and are very much a part of the “infinite 
variety” of the game. Our proposed terrain installation would go as follows:

Mark the perimeter of the area1. 
Scrape to remove all organic material, debris and some soil, to form a level base2. 
Spread approximately 2" of fine gravel (i.e. ½" “wash rock”) over the area3. 
Apply clean sand to the gravel layer to fill in and just cover4. 
Top dress the terrain with the playing surface material—in our case this will be 5. 
crushed urchin shell (donated) 
Due to the nature of urchin shell, a solution of bleach and water will be applied to 6. 
eliminate odor
Fine tune the surface by leveling and compacting the upper layers7. 
Install the wood perimeter using rebar to hold it in place8. 

P r o j e c t  O u t l i n e

Materials  for the Proposed Terrain

½" “wash rock” 80 cubic yards $ 2,400
clean sand 32 cubic yards $  1,140
2'×4'×20' pressure treated doug fir 40 units $    364
20' rebar 13 units $     69
20' con heart redwood 6 units $     73

Subtotal $4,046
Sales Tax $354

Total $4,400
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Pétanque in public parks & places

Pétanque is an easy, social game that originated 100 years ago in the South of 
France, as a simpler version of other traditional outdoor bowling games. 
The object is to toss or roll a number of “boules” (hollow metal balls, roughly 
the size of an orange) as close as possible to a smaller wooden target ball. 
No special skill is required, seniors can play with children, and the equipment 
is inexpensive. Each player just brings his or her 3 “boules”. 

From France the game spread throughout Europe and now you can find folks 
playing in almost every town or city, either at their home, at a dedicated club, 
or in public parks, large and small.

Though  similar  to  games  like the  Italian  “bocce”,   shuffleboard  and  lawn 
bowling,  there's  an  important  difference  in  that  it  does  not require  any 
infrastructure. Horseshoes comes close, minus the stake. A patch of dirt or fine 
gravel of about 12 by 40 ft is enough for a game of up to 6 players. 

Though often used, the term “court” is misleading. A better term is  “terrain”, because it is a matter of 
surface, not shape or size. This also means that the area is  not necessarily for the exclusive use of 
pétanque. The 95% of the time when no pétanque play is going on, such an area can be used by others, 
and for other activities.  

Surface & shape

The ideal texture of a pétanque terrain is basically the same as a crushed stone drive- or walkway, 
topped off with a 1 inch layer of 1/4” minus, also called screenings. Quite hard and resistant, but the 
finer surface  softens the impact of the landing “boules”,  and prevents them from rolling too far.
Baseball diamonds can be used, though the clay sometimes tends to be too soft.

The shape of the area does not matter. It is best to fit the terrain into the natural surroundings. If trees 
are available for shade, even better. 
Borders are not needed for the game, but may be useful to separate it from the surrounding surface or 
to prevent grass from growing over. Wooden beams, rocks, pavers or flower beds are all possibilities.
If and when a tournament attracts more players than usual and square footage is at a premium, it is 
easy to mark off individual “courts” with twine for the day.

This means that making an area suitable for pétanque play is merely a matter of bringing in a couple of 
truckloads of (various grades of) crushed stone, and the use of a compactor. If weeds could become  an 
issue it is recommended to start with inexpensive non woven weed barrier.
Nice additions, depending on the available budget, are benches and picnic tables. Again, these can be 
used by the general public year round.

Maintenance

Maintenance is limited to an occasional raking to soften up the top layer and to clear the area of leaves 
if applicable. 

Impact

Pétanque players love to share their experience and skills with newcomers and public pétanque areas 
inevitably become a relaxed meeting place for people from all walks of life and of all ages. Besides 
laughter and high fives one will hear little noise. And the more play areas there are in a town, the 
easier it is for players to walk over there as opposed to driving.



Examples 

Bryant Park, 42nd St, Manhattan, NY
In the 1980's,  Bryant Park had deteriorated into a rather seedy city park, but 
thanks  to a well designed renovation it has now become an oasis that attracts 
thousands of daily visitors. 

There is a +/- 50' x 30' crushed stone area in the NW corner, surrounded by trees, 
where in the summer members of the local club - La Boule NY  - give free lessons 
to anyone who would like to learn the game. When no one is playing people just 
sit there, to read , enjoy lunch or check their email. On a few weekends per  year, 
for tournaments, the club can also use the walkways in the park. 
This arrangement is working out very well for both organizations. The park is 
pleased with the extra attraction, and the club with their play area.

www.bryantpark.org
www.labouleny.com

Seaside, FL
The local pétanque club plays 
on the crushed stone driveways around 
the Chapel. 
Also most parking areas in the 
town are crushed stone. 

Chicago, IL
The entire area around 
Buckingham Fountain has a 
fine layer of decomposed 
granite which is excellent for pétanque.

Greensboro, NC
An impromptu Sunday afternoon 
game in Bicentennial Gardens.
An existing driveway was patched up 
with screenings by the Parks 
Department for a festival. 

Golden Gate Park, CA
The meeting place of the oldest pétanque club 
in the country, founded in 1959.

Detroit, MI
Detroit Pétanque Club plays almost daily,
at downtown Campus Martius and Cadillac Square.

http://www.bryantpark.org/
http://www.labouleny.com/


 

Mc Allen, TX
A young player on a jogging trail
in Schupp Park.

Portland, OR
Jamison Square, downtown.

New York, NY
Washington Square Park, another
one of La Boule NY play areas. 

Lafayette, CA
Play area in Lafayette's Community Center. 
Free shaped, resembling a Mediterranean 
garden.

Gainesville, FL
A sandy/stony trail
in Alfred A. Ring Park.

San Rafael, CA
Marin County Civic Center.
Home of the local pétanque club.

Other resources

www.usapetanque.org the USA Pétanque Federation

www.petanque.org international online magazine

www.petanque.us/map map of public petanque spots in the USA

Pétanque America was founded in 1991 to promote pétanque in the USA and to provide players with 
equipment  at  affordable  prices.  We  organize  pétanque  events  and  tournaments,  assist  parks 
departments, landscape designers, schools, resorts and any other organization interested in the game. 

Pétanque America
1438-A  East Oak St
Fernandina Beach,
                           FL 32034

Phone:     800-682-2557
                  904-491-1190
Email:       PetanqueAmerica@gmail.com
Fax:           904-491-1189

www.petanque-america.com


