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Petanque or boules as it is also known, is the game played with 
steels balls that so many people seem to own these days! Petanque 
should be played on a hard dirt ground known as a piste. These 
photos are from a park in Manhattan which is very popular for 
petanque! 
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Background 

   
Introduction This proposal outlines reasons for the building of purpose built playing areas for the 

sport of petanque in public places.  

It provides information about the sport and the people who play it as well as guidelines 
for the areas themselves.  

  
About Gary 
Hosie 

Gary Hosie has worked in adult training both as a developer and presenter in major 
corporations. He organises the successful Boules Artistes Petanque Club at a number of 
places in Sydney, including Centennial Park, Moore Park, Pyrmont Point Park and others. 

He has conducted petanque courses through a number of community colleges, 
demonstrations in schools and ‘Come and ‘ave a go’ sessions for a number of clubs and 
companies. 

He has written a training manual for the Australian Petanque Federation and in 2002 
came second in the Australian Petanque Championship, going on to represent Australia 
in the 2002 Oceania Petanque Championship in Noumea.  
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About Petanque 

   
What are 
boules and 
what is 
petanque? 

‘Boules’ is the French word for bowls. There are numerous different ‘bowling’ games 
played in France. ‘Boule’ refers to a single ball and ‘boules’ with a silent ‘s’ refers to more 
than one ball. 

Petanque (pronounced p’tonk or p’tank) is Provencal dialect for ‘feet together’ and is the 
game that originated near Marseille. It is now the most widely played bowling game around 
the world. 

Petanque is the proper term but 'boules' is probably more widely recognised in Australia. 

Note: Many sets of boules have been sold in Australia but incorrectly marketed as ‘bocce’. 
The instructions included in these sets are actually for petanque. Bocce balls are much 
bigger than petanque boules and the playing surface is also different. 

  
How is it 
played? 

 

Described simply, the object of petanque is to throw your boules so that they come to rest 
close to a ‘jack’. A player or team scores points by having one or more of their boules 
closer to the jack than the opposition after all boules have been thrown, in other words 
after each ‘end’. The winner is the first team to reach 13 points. 

When played properly it is a dynamic, attacking game in which a well placed boule is 
‘shot’ out by an opposing player in order to gain the point. 

 
What is the 
proper surface 
for petanque? 

To be played properly requires a proper surface! Although often seen being played on 
grass this is mainly due to the lack of proper playing areas. The playing surface should in 
fact be a hard dirt or clay base with fine gravel and a few slightly larger stones. It need not 
be perfectly flat or smooth. It is low maintenance and of course does not need watering! 

Continued on next page 
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About Petanque, Continued 

 
Who plays 
petanque? 

Petanque can be played by almost anyone. It is the most popular sport in France and is 
now well established all over Europe, parts of Africa, Asia, the Pacific and the USA.  

It is estimated that 50,000 petanque sets have been sold in Sydney alone, through such 
shops such as David Jones and Peters of Kensington, GoLo, Rebel Sports and Big W, as 
well as mail order through Australian Geographic and Gourmet Traveller. This means that 
over perhaps over 400,000 people have access to a set of boules!  

It is a common see people playing in local parks, but of course on grass, a very 
unsatisfactory surface! 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

Final of petanque competition at a Victorian winery – on the dirt road! 



 
 

 

 

Proposal for Petanque Pistes in Public Places. Author - Gary Hosie 
P: 9665 9943, M: 0413 056660, E: boulesartistes@bigpond.com  Website: www.boulesartistes.org.au 

About Petanque, continued 

  
Petanque - A 
Game for the 
Whole 
Community 

Petanque is truly a game of and for the people providing hours of safe, low cost fun. A 
dedicated playing area would allow enthusiasts to come together and develop new 
friendships. Significant ‘plus’ points include: 

• non-violent/low injury 

• low maintenance and DROUGHT PROOF! 

• efficient use of space – an area the size of a tennis court can be used by 10 times as 
many people 

• versatile – suitable for smaller parks in built up area as well as larger open parks 

• can be played by almost anyone and yet be developed to a high skill level 

• males and females can compete on equal terms – families can play together 

• individuals can be as competitive or relaxed in attitude as they choose 

• can be played under shady trees (advantageous with skin cancer such a concern) 
meaning also that the playing area is both attractive and can be used for other 
activities 

• encourages conversation and team work 

• There is a competition path that leads all the way to world championship level for those 
who choose to take it on. 
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Building the Pistes 

  
Possible Parks 
for Petanque 

Almost any park would be suitable for petanque pistes but some would be better than 
others. Some points to consider: 

• A small area can attract a reasonable number of people so there needs to be toilets 
in reasonable proximity, particularly as games may be spread over a few hours 

• Adequate parking and/or public transport access would be desirable 

• Lights to allow night play would be a bonus and may add to park safety. 

We would recommend a minimum of 4 pistes together. This would allow groups to develop 
naturally and for more social interaction. 

At the end of this document there are numerous photographs of petanque pistes in public 
parks. The parks themselves vary from small parks in built up areas like New York to more 
open parks similar to Centennial Park in Sydney.  

  
The playing 
area and 
surface 

The playing surface should in fact be a hard dirt base with fine gravel and a few slightly 
larger stones. Decomposed granite is ideal being suitable and attractive. It need not be 
perfectly flat or smooth. It is low maintenance and of course does not need watering!  

A playing area for petanque is known as a ‘piste’, ‘terrain’ or ‘court’. The playing area for a 
single game of petanque, at 15 metres by 4 metres is relatively small. This can occupy 6 
players.  

It is possible to have a number of small areas in different locations throughout a park 
although the Sport Petanque Alliance believes it is more effective to build more than one 
ground side by side. For example, an area of approximately 15 by 20 is large enough for 5 
games or up to 30 people. This would be more economical to construct and would allow 
disparate enthusiasts to come together to form friendships and run small competitions.  

It is not necessary to have a border between each individual area, just the outer perimeter. 

The City of Sydney recently opened a petanque piste in the park at Glebe Point and the 
material used is not uncommon throughout Sydney and is currently used in Centennial 
Park. 

We would suggest however that any petanque grounds built should not be directly adjacent 
to a footpath, have a low barrier around the full perimeter both for safety and to clearly 
establish the fact that it is not just a decorative area.  

We would also suggest a sign saying ‘Boules Area’ to further inform people of the purpose. 
See the photo of the piste near the London Tower Bridge. 

As can be seen by some of the photos of existing grounds overseas, a petanque piste is 
attractive. The addition of park benches for spectators and lights for night play would make 
these areas fantastic for the community! 

 

Continued on next page 
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Building the Pistes, Continued 

  
The border A border is required to help maintain the gravel and also prevent the boules from leaving 

the playing area. The border can be stone, brick or timber but timber is perhaps the 
toughest. (The boule can hit the border with some force).  

Height should be about 100 mm to 150 mm. Railway sleepers are ideal. 

 

 

5 Playing areas together. 15 
by 20 metres with low 

perimeter border. Enough 
space for up to 30 people. 

 
There is no need to have a 

border between each 
individual playing area. 

A single playing area of 15 by 4 
metres with low perimeter border 

2 playing areas together. 15 by 8 
metres with low perimeter border 
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In Conclusion 

  
In conclusion In this proposal we have outlined many reasons for establishing petanque pistes in public 

places. We are convinced that as the public becomes aware of their existence they will 
become well used and appreciated facilities. We would encourage members to use the piste 
for practice and friendly games but would also be available on occasions for organized 
tuition sessions and promotions that councils may choose to organise.  

There are obviously numerous issues that must be dealt with in finer detail. Please feel free 
to contact me at any time.  

   
For further 
details 

For further details, please contact Gary Hosie; H 9665 9943, mob 0413 056660 or 
boulesartistes@bigpond.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

A petanque terrain next to the 
London Tower Bridge – a very 
public place! 
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Petanque in Parks in the USA 

  
Parks in the 
USA 

These petanque pistes are located in various cities and towns in the US, a country similar 
to Australia in that it does not have a French background but the sport has gained traction 
and local governments have provided the facilities. 

 

  

Oakhurst, California Valley of the Moon, California 

 
Luz, Florida 

Washington 

 

 

Playing near Buckingham Fountain – a 
famous Chicago landmark 
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2 Different Parks in Chicago 

 

New York – On pathways! 

Los Angeles 

 


