
This handout can answer some 
of those questions newcomers 
to the game often ask.

Take these “master” sheets to 
your copy shop and print some 
up. When you’re playing, keep 
copies on hand to give to the 
passers-by who stop to watch 
and show interest in the game 
or who ask about your club. 

Whichever one you choose to 
use, you can put this ‘F.A.Q’ on 
the back side of the how-to-
play sheet.

Keep the originals so that the 
club can print replacements 
when it needs more.

This version has a blank space 
where you can put your club’s 
contact informat ion and  
playing schedule.

I can send you these as .pdfs by
e-mail if you prefer to print 
them yourself. 



HOW TO PLAY PETANQUE
THE GAME AT A GLANCE

For more information on how you get involved in petanque in 

the USA, please contact the Federation of  Pétanque, USA

by visiting our web site at www.usapetanque.org
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Petanque is usually played by teams of 2 against 2
(3 boules each player) or 3 against 3 (2 boules each player).
1 can play against 1 with 3 boules each.

The metal balls are called boules in French. The small wooden 
target-ball is called the jack (bouchon or cochonnet in French).

All players must play from the same circle drawn on the 
ground. Their feet must be in the circle and always touching 
the ground while they play.

A coin toss decides who plays first. The first team to play 
throws the jack in any direction to a distance between 20 and 
33 feet, and a minimum of 1 yard from any obstacle.

That same team then plays their first boule, trying to get it 
close to the jack. This is called “pointing”. The boule closest to 
the jack “has the point”. 

The other team then tries to get their boule even closer and so 
“take the point”.

The team that doesn’t have the point must play until either 
their boule is the closest or they run out of boules. Then the 
other team must do the same.

At some point either team may choose to try knocking away the 
boule that is holding the point. This is known as “shooting”.

Play continues like this until all the boules have been played. 
The round is over and it’s time to count points. The team with 
the boule closest to the jack gets one point for each of its 
boules that is closer to the jack than the closest boule of the 
other team.

The team that scored starts the next round by drawing a new 
circle where the jack lies and again throwing the jack between 
20 and 33 feet.

More rounds are played until one team reaches 13 points and 
wins the match.
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Comment Jouer à la Pétanque

Le jeu dans un coup d’oeil
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La Pétanque se joue à 2 contre 2 (3 boules chacun) ou à 3 
contre 3 (2 boules chacun). S’il s’agit d’un joueur seul contre 
un autre, 3 boules chacun.

Les boules sont en acier. Une bille en bois appellée «but» sert 
de cible. On appelle ce but « bouchon » ou « cochonnet ».

Tous les joueurs doivent lancer leurs boules à partir du 
même cercle de lancer, tracé par terre. Leurs pieds ne 
doivent pas dépasser le tracé du cercle. Les pieds doivent 
rester au sol jusqu’à ce que la boule touche le sol. 

Un tirage au sort « pile ou face » détermine l’équipe qui 
lancera le but en premier. Cette équipe envoie le but dans 
n’importe quelle direction à minimum 6 mètres et maximum 
10 mètres.

La même équipe lance la première boule en essayant 
d’approcher  au plus près du but.

Puis, l’autre équipe essaye de jouer une boule encore plus 
près pour « prendre le point  ». 

C’est à l’équipe qui ne tient pas le point de rejouer jusqu’à ce 
qu’elle reprenne le point ou qu’elle n’ait plus de boules. A son 
tour, l’autre équipe doit faire pareil.

On appelle “ tir “ quand une boule touche une autre boule et 
la fait partir.

Le jeu continue ainsi, jusqu’à ce que toutes les boules soient 
jouées. La « mène » est terminée et on compte les points. 
L’équipe qui a la boule le plus près du but marque un point 
pour chaque boule plus près que celle des adversaires qui est 
la plus proche du but.

C’est à l’équipe qui a gagné la mène de tracer un nouveau 
cercle  de lancer, autour du but. Puis l’équipe gagnante 
relance le but et tout le monde recommence à jouer jusqu’à 
ce qu’une équipe arrive à 13 points et gagne ainsi la partie.
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Q. What are you playing ?... 

A. Petanque

Q. How do you pronounce that ?... 

A. Peh - tonk 

Q. What’s a boule ?... 

A. That’s just French for ball

Q. What are you supposed to do ?... 

A. Get your boule closer to the target ball than the other team’s boules

Q. Do you take turns ?…

A. As long as your team is the closest, then it’s up to the other team to play

Q. Who wins the game ?... 

A. The first team to get thirteen points 

Q. How do you count the points ?... 

A. At the end of each round, every boule of yours that’s closer to the jack than 

your opponent’s closest boule counts as a point for you

Q. Are you allowed to move the little ball ?... 

A. You bet. On purpose or by accident — either way it can change the whole game 

Q. Is it O.K. to hit another player’s boule ?... 

A. That’s when it really starts being fun!

Q. How can you tell the boules apart ?…

A. Once you’ve played a while, you see the differences — you develop an eye for 

them. Competition boules have serial numbers too, so no two sets are alike 

Q. Isn’t this a lot like Bocce-Ball or Lawn Bowling ?…

A. Yes, in many ways it is. An advantage is that Petanque doesn’t need a special 

court or surface to play on. Also, the equipment is easier to carry around so you 

can play petanque practically anywhere — plus it’s a faster moving game

Q. Isn’t the equipment hard to come by ?…

A. Not any more. Now it’s easy to get boules in the U.S.A. Order by phone or the 

internet and they’ll be delivered to your door. A set of boules can last a lifetime.

It would be hard to think of a sport that costs less to play than Petanque! 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Get yourself some boules and find out for yourself how much fun it can be!

The equipment for Petanque is available in the U.S.A. from

• Petanque America

Fernandina Beach, FL 
Toll Free: 800-682-2557
E-mail: petanqueamerica@gmail.com
http://www.petanque-america.com


